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ADVERTISEMENT. 


'TH HE Writer of the enſuing ſhort Narrative 
is not much verſed in the Science Militaire, 


and but little better than a Freſb-water Sailor. 
He muſt therefore be excuſed if he is ſparing in 
his Comments upon the Proceedings either at Sea, 
or Land; being cautious leſt he ſhould approve 
without Judgment, or cenſure without Reaſon. 
Nevertheleſs, what he has ſeen, he will declare; 
— for the but a Warrant-Officer, his Optics 
are as little liable to deceive him, as any Man's 
and having no perſonal Prejudice, he means no 
Perſonal Reflections; nor has he inſerted one 
fingle Article, with Deſign to injure any Man's 
Character, or in any Reſpect to influence the 
Oy of the Public. 


[3] 


—_—— ** 
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A Genuine ACCOUNT of 
the late SzcxeT ExpRDITION to 


MARTINICO, &c. 


N the 21ſt of October, 1758, 
() Commodore Hughes, in the Nor- 
folk, with the Fleet under his 
Command, failed from Spithead, on a ſe- 
cret Expedition ; but was drove Back by 
contrary Winds, the 29th, to Anchor at 


St. Helens. He lay here, and at Spithead, 


till the diſperſed Convoy was gathered, 


the damaged Ships repaired, and a favour- 


able Wind offered. 


On the 12th of November the Fleet 
again got under Way, arid when joined 
on the 14th by the Reinforcement off 
Plymouth, confifted of the Norfolk, St. 
George, Burford, Berwick; Wincheſter; 
Rippon, Lyon; and Panther, of the Line; 
beſides Frigates, four Bombs, and about 

A 2 ſixty 
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ſixty Tranſports, with fix Regiments com- 
manded by Major General Hopſon. 


We contended with contrary Winds 
about Ten Days in the Channel before 
the Fleet could weather Scilly ; and, per- 
haps, a leſs determined Commander would 
not have perſevered ſo long. 


For three Weeks more we had violent 
bad Weather, and unfavourable Winds, 
which ſeparated the Hoſpital Ship, and 
ſeveral Tranſports, from the Fleet, in Spite 
of the utmoſt Vigilance ; but to compen- 
fate in ſome Meaſure the Fatigue and Diſ- 

treſs we ſuffered during the firſt Month 
of our Voyage, we met with the Trade 
Winds about the 11th or 12th of Decem- 
ber, in Lat, 33, or 34, which carried us, 
with a fine Gale, to Carliſle-Bay, in Bar- 
badoes, where we arrived on the 3d of 


ing and reimbarking, at which, as you 
2 1 


[3.3 
will find by the Sequel, we are pretty ex- 
pert; we alſo took in here, from the 
Planters, a Number of Negroes for draw- 
ing the Artillery, &c. and were promiſed 
a Body of Volunteers, but (whether diſ- 


couraged or not by the Heads of the 


Place I can't ſay) they were never ſent. | 


On the 13th, we got under Way, Men 
of War and Tranſports, in all about 75 
Sail: I ſhould have told you, that all the 


diſperſed Tranſports, two only, and the 
Hoſpital Ship excepted, came in during our 


Stay here. We were alſo reinforced by a 
Ship with 200 Highlanders: Sad Animals 
to look at, and by all Accounts entirely un- 
diſciplined. To ſupply the Place of the 
Hoſpital-Ship, one was fitted out here in the 
beſt Manner poſſible; and Surgeons, or 
ſuch as called themſelves ſo, were hired 
from Bridge-Town. 


On the 14th we made the Iſland of 
Martinico, and plyed off till next Morne 
ing, that the Enemy might not make too 
certain an Eſtimate of our Force ; we 
then ſailed round Diamond Rock, and 
worked into Fort-Royal Bay, which is, 
without Exception, the fineſt I ever ſaw. 


The 


(6] 

The Grand Fortification is ſituated up- 
on a Rock about 100 Feet high, as near 
as I could judge; ſtretching almoſt due 
South into the Bay, and covers the Town ; 
it is very difficult of Acceſs by Sea, as the 
Wind blows right out, and Ships in work. 
ing up muſt ſuffer much from its Batte- 
ries, as well as from a ſmall Fort built 
upon an Eminence on the oppoſite Side of 
the Bay, called Pidgeon-Iſland: But 
' notwithſtanding theſe Difficulties it is not 
impregnable, in the Opinion of feve- 
ral Judges, to ſuch a Fleet as the pre- 
ſent. | 


On the 16th, early in the Morning, the 
Commodore ordered Capt. Leſly in the 
Briſtol, to attack a Battery of eight Guns 
to the Weſtward of the Town, called 
Point des Negres, which he brought up 
to, a little after Eight o Clock. He fired 
briſkly, and with great Judgment, almoſt 
every Shot doing Execution; which ſoon 
diſmounted ſeveral Guns, and filenced the 
Fort in leſs than an Hour. He then ſent 
his Boat aſhore, and hoiſted Engliſh Co- 
lours, which, you will readily conclude, 
gave every Spectator no ſmall Pleaſure, 
though a ſhort-lived one. 
| About 

S 
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About Nine o Clock, the Wincheſter, 
Woolwich, and Roebuck, brought up to 


a Fort to the Weſtward of the former, 


which had a ſtrong Breaſtwork runnin 
along the Shore; and both were — 
and intirely deſtroyed before Eleven; a 
lucky Shot, by Way of Coup de Grace, 
ſet Fire to ſome Barrels of the Enemy's 
Powder. The Coaſt was now clear ; and 
all the Troops were landed, between four 
and five in the Afternoon, without Op- 
poſition, or the Loſs of a fingle Man. 


On the 17th, we could perceive from 
the Ships, ſmart Skirmiſhes in ſeveral 
Parts ; particularly about three Miles up 
the Country, by a Wood Side, from 
Which we had a very obſtinate Reſiſtance ; 


but, nevertheleſs, we drove the Enemy 


into their Faſtneſſes. 


In their Return, however, the Forces 
ſuffered much from intrenched Parties of 
the French. Nature has here furniſhed 
them with Intrenchments by the Falls of 
Water from the Hills, which make very 
deep Gullies that ſerve for that Purpoſe, 
and in which it was preſumed, the main 


Body of the Enemy lay, for I don't find 


any 


[8] 
any conſiderable Number was any where 
expoſed to the View of the Engliſh. 


The General, from very ſufficient Rea- 
| ſons, no Doubt, was perſuaded, that the 
Troops could not with Safery continue 
that Night aſhore, without running the 
Riſque of having his Communication 
with the Fleet cut off ; he therefore ſent 
a Meſſage to the Commodore; in Conſe- 
quence of which, the Boats were got ready 
for reimbarking; and, under Favour of 
the Night, all the Troops were ſhipped 
before Eleven, without the Loſs of one 
Perſon upon this Occaſion. 


The General very prudently diſguiſed 
his Retreat, by employing great Numbers 
of Men all the Day, in cutting Faſ- 
cines, making Redoubts, &c. &c. which 
had the deſired Effect; for I believe the 
Enemy had not the leaſt Suſpicion that 
our Viſit would be ſo courtly, as they 
made no Attempt to moleſt us, 


In this Enterprize, we had two Officers 
and about thirty Soldiers killed, and near 
eighty wounded. - 


When 


[9] ; 

When we firſt appear'd off this Place 
a Seventy-four Gun Ship, and a Frigate 
of Thirty-ſix Guns, were at Anchor in 
the Bay; but, at Sight of our Fleet, weighed, 
and work'd into the Carinage, a Kind of 
Harbour at the Back of the grand Fort; 
the Frigate, however, ('tis ſaid) got out in 
the Night, and made in all Likelihood, 
the beſt of her Way to Old France *. 


We have not learnt that they had re- 
ceived any Reinforcement here, we muſt 
therefore conclude that our Force was not 
equal to the Deſign of our Expedition, if 
againſt this Place ; and that the Miniſtry 
were impoſed upon by the Informations 
they had received; or that our Command- 
ers formed a wrong Judgment of the 
Strength of the Place, and deſerted it 
when vincible :---To pretend to determine 
on which Side the Fault lay does not fall 
within my Province. Time muſt diſco- 
ver it. N 


The Cambridge, during the Heighth 
of Reimbarkation, drove ſo far out, that 


This Frigate ſeems to be the Bellona, which fell in 
with the Veſtal, Capt. Hood, and was taken, after a brave 
Reſiſtance. | 
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the Commodore, for Convenience, went 
on Board the St. George, and made a 
Signal for General Officers, &c. and then 
returned to his own Ship. This is a Cir- 
cumſtance that ſeems hardly worth No- 
tice, except, that we may preſume from 
this Conference, that the Place was not 
left, without general Conſent. 


We all weighed, and plied to Wind- 
ward, waiting the Tranſports getting under 
Sail, and in the Duſk ' the Commodore, 
with all the Fleet, bore out of the Bay, 
and were by Break of Day, the 19th, off 
St.Pierres, a largeTown, about nine Leagues 
to the Weſtward of Fort-Royal. Proper 
Perſons were ordered to reconnoitre the 
Fort and Batteries ; what their Report was 
I don't know, but the Rippon brought 
up againſt a Battery about four Miles to 


the Weſtward of the Town, continued 


there many Hours, oppoſed to the Fire of 
ſeyeral ſmall Forts that played upon her 
at a Diſtance, but by what I have. been 
able to learn, ſhe neither received any 
great Damage, nor did much Harm to 
the Enemy. ; 


We 


k 4 
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(n] 
We had a fine Breeze the greateſt Part 
of this Day, which would have carried us 
well in with the Town, but the Com- 
modore thought proper to decline it, tho 
the Town lies flat and low, almoſt le- 
vel with the Sea, covered to the 
North by high Hills, and not eaſy of Ac- 
ceſs on any Side, except to the Sea, where 
it is quite open, and. might, according to 
the Opinion of many good Judges, have 
been ſoon eraſed by Carcaſſes and Shells 
from'the Bombketches. 


But in the Midſt of War we muſt con- 
ſider, Peace will come, and where there is 
Peace, there ſhould be Friendſhip, ſays a 
curious Hiſtorian of the laſt War. This 
inſtructive Obſervation poſſibly influenced 
our Behaviour; for it is certain we treated 

the Inhabitants of this rich and populous 
Town, with remagkable Civility, and 
ſeemed to vie with our Enemy in his 
chief Characteriſtic, Politeſſe. 


T have not Time, (nor as is evident I 
ſuppoſe already, Capacity) for Reflections: 
So let us on with the Narration. 


B 2 The 
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Ihe remaining Part of the Week we had 
Calms and light Winds ; and on M onday 
the 21ſt we were off Guardaloupe early in 
the Morning ; having, very properly, ſent 
fit Perſons beforehand (a new Method) 
| to reconnoitre the Town. The Commo- 
dore lay to, part of this Day ; gave the 
proper Diſpoſition of the Ships to their 
reſpective Captains; and work'd to Wind- 
ward all the following Night. Meanwhile 
the Bombs were employed in throwing 
Shells into the Town. In the Morning 
of the 23d, the Commodore ſhifted his 
broad Pendant to the Woolwich, a Fri- 
gate, in Order as it ſhould ſeem, that, in 
Time of Action he might more diſtinctly | 
diſcover what Orders were neceſſary to be 
given to the Ships engaged. III-natured 
Perſons may condemn ſuch a Precedent, 
but, for my Part, I muſt commend that 
| Gommander s Reſolution; - Prudence, and 
| Conduct, who can venture to move out 
of the common Road, and ſy the Cen- 
ſures of the n. 


— — — 2g comm wet — — — 2 
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About Eight o Clock, Signal was made 
to fetch in, and at nine the Lyon led, fol- 
lowed by the Cambridge, Norfolk, St. 


George 


5 


L 
George, Panther, Burford, Berwick, and 
Rippon. This was, as 1 have been i in- 


formed, their intended Order or Line of 


Battle; but the Wind, I ſuppoſe, baf- 


fled the Norfolf, ſo chat the St. George, 
when within a Mile of the Fort, got 
a-Head, and: brought up in leſs than two 
Cables Length of the Shore; and all the 
Ships, after receiving the Enemy's Fire, 
ten or twelve Minutes, drop'd Anchor, 
and began to cannonade the Citadel, 
which ſtands upon an Eminence above an 
hundred Feet from the Surface of the 
Sea. 


All the Ships continued a very briſk 
Fire, and, in a great Meaſure, ſilenced 
the Fort, and three other Batteries, by 
one .or two o'Clock ; when the Lyon, 
Norfolk, and Cambridge, were either 
ſhot adrift, or ordered off by the Com- 
modore, and made Sail out : Upon this 
the Enemy again manned, their. Guns, 
and renewed their Fire from ſeveral 
Parts ; the St. George, and Panther, how- 
ever, continued their Station, and were 


both ' ſet on Fire on their Starboard- 


Quarters by Shells from the Garriſon ; ; 


But it Was ſoon put out in both, by the 


Diſ- 
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| | 
| Diſcretion of the Officers, and Briſkneſs 
| 5 of the Men, who behaved, upon this Oc- 
6 cafion, and during the whole Engage- 
| ment with uncommon Coolneſs and Cou- 
2 . 7 The St. George continued Firing 
till forty Minutes paſt Five; when the 
Commodore ordered her off, We could 
perceive her Maſts and Yards ſhot through 
in ſeveral Places, and her Sails, Shrouds, 
and Rigging, cut to Pieces, ſo that ſhe 
could only ſet ſome of her Head-fail. 
The other Ships alſo ſuffered much, but 
1 hear of no Officers that were killed, 
Mr. Roberts, a Marine Officer only ac- 
cepted. 


— 


T's 


— 
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We kept bombarding the Town all 
Night, and ſer it on Fire in ſeveral Pla- 
ces; the French themſelves having in the 
Morning fired their own Ships in the Har- 
bour : And on the 24th the Troops land- 
| | ed once more on French Ground, without 
| | Oppoſition, the Town and Citadel being 
| 
| 
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entirely deſerted. They have been ſince 
employed in encamping and fixing their 
1 Tents, On the 27th, ſome Engliſh Of- 
ficers had a Conference with the French 
General, but the Terms were not agreed 
a to; the Ceſſation of Arms was then coun- 
[ termanded, 


[15] 
termanded, and they have ever fince been 
employed in carrying on their Approaches 
towards the Enemy and clearing the 
Country. The Negroes come in but flow- 
ly; we have had fome ſmall Shirmiſhes 


between our advanced Guards and the 
French Scouts; and this Day, the 3 iſt, Two 
Hundred of the Grenadiers repulſed a 
Party of the Enemy, and brought about 
fifty Priſoners to the Garriſon, The 
main Body of the French are not above 
a League and a Half off, in a Kind of 
Camp, at the Borders of a large Wood ; 
we therefore hope, that in a Day or 
Two, our Forces will be able to bring 
up their Artillery and rout them ; for if 
we may depend upon what Accounts the 
Negroes give, their Strength is very in- 
conſiderable : They had not above 200 
Regulars in the Citadel. | 


You can better conceive, than I can 
deſcribe, the Devaſtation and Ruin I ſaw 
aſhore. It was ſhocking to ſee, and beyond 
the Power of my Pen to paint! For all 
that Flames could do is done; and onl 
a few Houſes left ſtanding, in the Skirts 
of the Town, 


The 
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and the ſmall Forts all along the Shore 
about fifty more. I am told the Weaſel 
ſails this Night; 1 muſt therefore ſeal 
up theſe incoherent Diſpatches, mn ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, &c. | 
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Baſſe-Terre-Bay, Jan. 31, 1759- 
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APP EN. 


The Citadel mounted about ſixty Guns, 


\ 


APPENDIX. 


has omitted ſeveral Circumſtances 
hich are mentioned in the Account pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette Extraordinary, the 
Editor has thought proper to reprint and 
annex that Gazette, that the Readers may 
make uſe of it as a Supplement to this 
Letter ; or for the fake of comparing ſuch 
Circumſtances as may be differently re- 
preſented in the two Accounts. 


\ S the Writer of the foregoing Letter 
W 


© Yeſterday Afternoon Captain Townſ- 
hend, Aid de Camp to Major General 
Hopfon, and Capt. Tyrrell, late Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's Ship the Buck- 
- 0 arrived with Diſpatches from 
Hor General Hopfon, and Commodore 


Jor Gene 
Moore, to the Right Hon. Mr. Secretary 
Pitt, dated from Baſſeterre, in the Iſland 

bg C of 


BY : 
of Guadalupe, thę 3oth of January: By 
which it appears ; | 


That, on the 15th of January, his 
Majeſty's Fleet arrived off Port Royal 
Harbour in the Iſland of Martinico : That, 
the next Morning, the Men of War de- 
ſtroyed the Batteries, and drove the Ene- 
my from their Entrenchments at Ponte 
des Negres on the Weſt Part of the ſaid 
Harbour; and the Troops landed without 
Oppoſition, and lay under Arms all Night. 
That, on the 17th, the Day following, 
in Conſideration of the Difficulty of the 
Roads, Communications, and a March 
of Five Miles to Port Royal from Ponte 
des Negres, General Hopſon propoſed to 
Commodore Moore to Land the heavy 
Cannon, Stores, Proviſions, &c. at the 
Savannah which is before Port Royal ; 
and, in caſe that could not be done, de- 
fired that the Boats might attend, the 
ſame Evening, to bring off the Troops, 
as ſoon as the Moon was up: That Zhe 
Commodore having found the above Pro- 
poſal impoſſible, until the Weſt Part of 
the Fort ſhould be filenced by the Bat- 
teries raiſed by the Troops on Shore, 
made an offer. not only of Landing the 
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heavy Artillery at Negro Point, where 


the Troops then. were, but alſo of Tranſ- 
porting the ſame, wherever the General 


pleaſed, by the Seamen belonging to the 


Men of War, without any Aſſiſtance from 


the Land Forces: That the Troops were, 


however, reimbarked that Night. 


ec That, the next Day, the General ac- 
quainted the Commodore, that the Coun- 
cil of War was of Opinion, It would be 
moſt for His Majeſty's Service to proceed 
to Fort St. Pierre with the Troops, in order 


to make an Attack upon that Place, and 


that no Time ſhould be loſt. 


<« It appears — that, on the 
19th in the Morning, 

entered the Bay of St. Pierre, when the 
Commodore, having examined the Coaſt, 
repreſented to the General, that he made 
no doubt of deſtroying the Town of St. 


Pierre, and putting the Troops in Poſ- 


ſeſſion of the ſame ; yet, as the Shi 

might, in the Attack, be ſo much diſa- 
bled, as not to be in a Condition to pro- 
ceed immediately on any other material 


Service ; and as the Troops, if it ſhould. 


be prafticabl to keep Poſſeſſion of the 
E 2 above 
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is Majeſty's Fleet 


e S 8 8 . $ 4, * 1 
A . > Ta 7 * . Lax ; [PRE . _ 
mw 3 2 A > 4 X „ 6 * 2 uh at T #3 2 = 51 5 Lok o. me WS 7 


20 « "© * ** 7 Ks 
4 „„ f wy bet 4 - . "AK I 
T * on” n * 4 . 1 * 0 H 2 * 


[ao] 
above Town, would alſo be much re- 
duced in their Numbers for future At- 
tacks; and being of Opinion, that the 
deſtroying the Town and Fortreſs of 


. Baſſeterre in the Iſland of Guadalupe, and 
keeping Poſſeſſion of it, and, by all poſ- 


ſible Means, endeavouring to reduce the 
ſaid Iſland, would be of great Benefit to 


the Sugar Colonies, as that Iſland is the 


chief Neſt of French Privateers, con- 
ſtantly infeſting the Britiſh Iſlands, and 
deſtroying the Trade from North Ame- 
rica with ſupplies of Proviſions, &c. the 
Commodore ſubmitted it to the General's 
Conſideration, . Whether it would not be 


beſt to proceed to Baſſeterre: Where- 


upon the General was of Opinion, that 
it would be beſt to proceed to the ſaid 
place forthwith ; which was put in exe- 
cution accordingly. 


On the 22d of January, his Majeſty's 
Fleet appeared off the Iſland of Guada- 
lupe: and he the Town of Baſſeterre, 
which is the Metropolis of the ſaid Iſland 
of Guadalupe, was very formidably forti- 
fied to the Sea, and the Fort was thought 
by the Chief Engineer, on his reconnoit- 
ring it, to be Impregnable to the Ships; 
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on che 23d Commodote Moore made a 
oAtioh for the Attack of the ſaid 


Place, with the Ships under his command, 
which was profecuted with the utmoſt 


Vigour and Reſolution, and after a moſt 


ſevere Cannonading, which continued from 
between Nine and Ten in the Morning, 
till Night, all the Batteries and the Port 


were ſilenced 12 the Ships. It was in- 
t 


Troops th the ſame Even 
ing; but it being dark before they were 


ready, they dd not land till the next 


tended to Land 


Day, when Commodore Moore put the 
Land Forces in Poſſeſſion of the ſaid Town 


and Fort, without their being annoyed 


by even one of the Enemy; the Gover- 


nor, principal Inhabitants, and armed 


Negroes, having retired into. the Moun- 
tains. The Bombs, which had been or- 
dered to play on the Town, having ſet it 
on Fire, occaſioned, from the quantity of 
Rum and Sugar, which was in it, great 


Deſtruction of Houſes, with Goods and 


Treaſure to a very * Value. 


« General Hopſon concurs with Com- 


modore Moore in giving the gteateſt Com- 


mendations to the Bravery of the Officers 


and Men of his _ s Navy, the Ge- 


neral 
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neral taking Notice, in his Letter, that 
the very great Reſolution and Perſeverance 
of the Men of War was ſo remarkable, 
that it would be an Injuſtice not to men- 
tion it,” | 


Lift of the Ships which attacked the Iſland 
of Guadalupe the 23d , January, 1759. 


Lyon Go guns Capt. Wm. Trelawny 
Cambridge 80 Capt. Thomas Burnett 
Norfolk 74 Capt. Robert Hughes 
St. George go Capt. Clark Gayton 
Panther 60 Capt. Molin. Shuldham 
Burford 70 Capt. James Gambier 
Berwick 64 Capt. William Harman 
Rippon 66 Capt. Edward Jekyll 
mY Briſtol 50 Capt. Lachlin Leſlie, 
| $4 came in from the Sea after the Ships 
we | had been engaged ſome Time, and 
WE: : went to the Aſſiſtance of the Rippon, 
FX which was in Diſtreſs. 


— 2-10 


Lift of the Officers and Men killed and 
wounded under the Command of Major 
General Hopſon. | 
y , FCapt. James Dalmahoy, killed 
Duroure s, J Capt. Colin Campbell, wound. 


Watſon's, Lieut. James Hart, wounded 
High- 


—— 


| 


( 23 ] 
Highlanders, Lieut. George Leſlie, wound. 
Artillery, Capt. Peter Innes, wounded 


Total at Martinico 22 killed, 47 wounded 


Total at Guadalupe 17 killed, 30 wounded. 


In all 39 killed, 77 wounded. 
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